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ABSTRACT 

 

This descriptive study aimed to explore the opinions of undergraduate nursing students on their 

experiences in school placement. This practicum focused on the primary schools, located in the Bangkok 

Administration Metropolitan, organized under Ministry of Education. One hundred and six of the 4th year 

nursing students studying during the 2017 academic year at the College of Nursing and Health of Suan 

Sunandha Rajabhat University were employed for participation using the purposive sampling technique.  The 

research instruments consisted of three parts: 1) personal information, 2) respondents’ opinions of their 

community nursing practicum experiences, a part of the school health setting, and 3) open-ended questions on 

the school health nursing practicum. Data were analyzed using percentages, means, and standard deviations.  

Most respondents were women (86.8 %), with a range age of 20-23 years and grade point average (GPA) of 

3.06 ± 0.29.  This study indicated the positive agree of the opinion toward nursing skills practice in the school 

placements likewise the assumption.  The results of this study reveal undergraduate nursing students’ opinions 

on the community health nursing practicum a part of school health.  After students completed their clinical 

practice, the practicum was undertaken in the school’s curricular requirements.  Further studies should compare 

these results with those from clinical placements in the greater areas of Bangkok.   
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INTRODUCTION 

 

It is important for educational programs to identify students’ perceptions of different areas of healthcare 

during their studies (an Iersel, Latour, de Vos, Kirschner, & op Reimer, 2018). All the 4th year of nursing 

students are introduced to the notion of communities as clients in community health nursing courses, a part of 

school placements which emphasize the role of the nurse as a form of ensuring quality of nursing education. 

These clinical courses allow all senior nursing students to gain experience in organizing care, managing time, 

using nursing processes, and learning through clinical placements in the primary schools, like all health 

programs in the community (Andrews & Roberts, 2003; Leroy, Wallin, & Lee, 2017). Also, school health 

nursing is specialized practice of the final year nursing students that advance practice, academic success, and 

life-long achievement of students. Therefore, learning to be as school nurses, they learn for assessment of 

health complaints, medication administration, and care for students with special health care needs, mandated 

health screening programs, verification of immunizations, and infectious disease reporting, identification and 

management of students' chronic health care needs that affect educational achievement (Magalnick & Mazyck, 

2008). Meanwhile, related factors also affect the background experiences in these contexts, such as variety of 
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clinical placements, healthcare staff, and supervisors (Kanchana Kiatkanon, et al., 2018; Löfmark, Thorkildsen, 

Råholm, & Natvig, 2012). Moreover, a community health nursing practicum is often seen as a challenging 

environment, as it requires students to be creative and innovative in problem solving and relationship building, 

after having practiced working on a ward to school their clinical nursing skills (Itatani, Nagata, Yanagihara, & 

Tabuchi, 2017). The senior nursing students of the College of Nursing and Health (CNH) at Suan Sunandha 

Rajabhat University (SSRU) are enrolled in the final year academic course in community health nursing, a 

practicum that integrates all of the students’ experiences in surgical, medical, pediatric psychiatric, and 

obstetric nursing skills(College of Nursing and Health, 2005). 

The main duties for the community health nursing experience practicum consist of four assignments:1) 

Community health diagnosis, which focusing on community assessments, priority setting, a health planning 

project to develop the community, implementation, and evaluation; 2) Home visits for those whose health is at 

risk, and/or home health care in the community for disabled people; 3) Health education, which is an integral 

part of the nurse’s role in the community and which requires them to respond effectively to health care demands 

for promoting health, preventing disease, and maintaining wellness; and 4) School health nursing, where in the 

college students focus on the prevention of disease and the promotion of children’s health in school settings 

(Pongpirul, Starfield , Srivanichakorn, & Pannarunothai, 2009). In addition, nursing students use nursing 

processes and functions in communities where they provide primary health care and serve as educators, nurse 

leaders, advocacy, as well as school nurses (College of Nursing and Health, 2017).    

In Thailand, the school nurse plays a central role collaboration with many other individuals is important, 

the coordinated school health program includes multiple components which are school health services, health 

education, health promotion, counseling, nutrition services, physical education programs, healthy school 

environment, and family with community involvement. These roles of making students health diagnoses and 

monitors, as researchers, to explore the opinions of nursing students regarding the community health nursing 

practicum:- school placements, after they have completed the community health nursing skills portion of their 

training. Clarifying their expected experiences and the opinions of their special placements is an efficient way 

of creating a more effective clinical field (Allender, Rector, & Warner, 2017).      

 

OBJECTIVE 

 

This study aimed to explore the opinions of undergraduate nursing students related to their experiences, a 

part of school health nursing practicum. It included working as a nurse for health education, health promotion, 

and healthy school environment in the primary schools under supervised by Ministry of Education, located in 

the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA), Thailand.   

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

Design and participants—a descriptive study methodology was applied. All participants were recruited via 

the purposive sampling technique from a pool of 482 nursing students at the College of Nursing and Health, 

Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University. The 106 senior nursing students who participated in the study were in 

their fourth academic year during the second semester of 2017 and enrolled the Community Health Nursing 

Practicum. All practicing were completed at Public Health Centers 6, 17, 19, 25, and 38, which are run by the 

BMA Office of Health together with College of Nursing and Health. Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University. 

Thailand. 
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Research instrument—academic lecturers from the College of Nursing and Health developed the 

questionnaire, which was based on the requirements of the community nursing skills practicum (College of 

Nursing and Health, 2017). The content validity and reliability were tested (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.94). The 

measurement instrument consisted of three parts. The first part gathered general characteristics information. 

The second part contained 10 items related to the students’ opinions of issues associated with their experiences 

during the community nursing practicum, focusing on a school placement for practicing nursing skills. These 

addressed in the government primary schools in only urban area of BMA. Students were asked to rate each item 

about their experiences at school placements, using a 5-point rating scale, ranging from 5 (“strongly agree”) to 

1 (“strongly disagree”). The researchers divided the data into two activities. Focused on 1) the experiences 

during the practicum in a procedure of school priority setting (the maximum possible score was 30, and the 

minimum possible score was 5) and 2) the activity of health survey by physical examination, with a maximum 

possible score of 20 and a minimum possible score of 4.  Students’ opinions were rearranged for one of three 

levels: low, intermediate, or high, based on average and standard deviation. The second part was presented in 

the overall scores of students’ opinions during placing in school placements after completing all procedural 

assignments in the field.  The third part was an open-ended question, which allowed students to add comments 

about their nursing experiences in those setting. 

 

 Ethics approval and recruitment—after obtaining Ethics Committee approval from Suan Sunandha 

Rajabhat University (COA.1-020/2018), the team of researchers informed participants via classroom 

announcements and a mobile application as a means of inviting them to engage in the study. All participants 

completed a consent form before beginning the questionnaire. All questionnaires were marked and collected 

during the allocated classroom timetable.  Finally, the questionnaires were returned at a response rate of 100% 

(n = 106).  The data collection was completed in March 2018.  

 

Data Analysis—frequencies, percentages, means, standard deviations, and maximal and minimal values 

were used to summarize general characteristics.  This was in addition to the 10 items that asked the students’ 

opinions.  

RESULTS 

 

The number of participants was 106. Their general characteristics were: women (86.8 %), mean age of 21.4 

± 0.3 years, and GPA average of 3.06 ± 0.29. Most of the results for each item related to students’ opinions 

showed similar views after students had completed the Community Health Nursing Practicum course, as shown 

in Table 1.   

 Table 1.  

Opinions of nursing students after completing the School placement for Nursing Skills (n=106) 

 

Item 

Strongly 

disagree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

disagree 

n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) 

1. I learned how to 

approach the school 

directors/school leaders/ 

director of Public health 

center / School educators/ 

all health care staff.  

34 (32.1) 56 (52.8) 15 (14.2) 1 (0.9) 0 (0.0) 
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Item 

Strongly 

disagree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

disagree 

n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) 

2. I learned how to 

complete students’ physical 

examination   

58 (54.7) 40 (37.7) 7 (6.6) 1 (0.9) 0 (0.0) 

3. I learned how to measure 

visual acuity with screen 

vision problems 

48 (45.3) 45 (42.5) 13 (12.3) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 

4. I learned how to screen 

students’ health problems 

46 (43.4) 53 (50.0) 7 (6.6) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 

5. I learned how to survey 

the sanitation& 

environmental problems in 

school.   

39 (36.8) 53 (50.0) 14 (13.2) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 

6. I learned how to select 

students’ health problems 

for the priority setting 

54 (50.9) 43 (40.6) 8 (7.5) 1 (0.9) 0 (0.0) 

7. I learned how to express 

the major health problems 

and write the web of 

causation  

47 (44.3) 52 (49.1) 6 (5.7) 2  (0.9) 0 (0.0) 

8. I learned how to operate 

the health promotion 

project with a healthcare 

team, and to serve students 

in school. 

45 (42.5) 52 (49.1) 8 (7.5) 1 (0.9) 0 (0.0) 

9. I learned how to evaluate 

the project as follow the 

nursing process 

46 (43.4) 53 (50.0) 6 (5.7) 1 (0.9) 0  (0.0) 

10. I learned how to 

encourage students to 

participate the project for 

promote their health 

50 (47.2) 49 (46.2) 6 (5.7) 1 (0.9) 0 (0.0) 

 

In Table 2, we divided the sub-scores in terms of the experiences in a school placement which was the 

activity of health survey by physical examination and the operation for health promotion project.  

The result findings showed an intermediate to high score for participants’ opinion, a part of the activity of 

health survey by physical examination sub-score was 4.33 ± 0.56 (4 items, max 5, min 3), a procedure for 

school priority setting for health promotion project was 4.35 ± 0.55 (6 items, max 5, min 3), and The overall 

score for the school placement was 4.34 ± 0.54 (10 items, max 5, min 3).   
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Table 2. 

Levels of opinion scores related to the nursing skills in school placement (n=106) 

Category Scores n  (%) 

The activity of health survey by physical examination (4 items): high level score 

 X = 4.33 S.D = 0.56 Max = 5 Min = 3 
94 88.7 

A procedure of school priority setting & health promotion project (6 items):high level score 

 X = 4.35 S.D = 0.55 Max = 5 Min = 3 
99 93.4 

The overall score for school placement (10 items): high level score 

 X = 4.34 S.D = 0.54 Max = 5 Min = 3 
100 94.3 

  

As Table 3 shows, a part of the open-ended section presented to nursing students who practiced in the 

school placements asked them about demonstrating their nursing skills; learning how to manage nursing skills, 

both in group and individual assignments; and building their self-confidence while working independently with 

students and with colleagues as a part of a school-healthcare team. 

 

Table 3. 

Students’ experiences during a community health nursing practicum: School placements 

Area of practice Examples of nursing skills & experiences  

 The activity of health survey 

by  physical examination 

under organized by the BMA 

Public Health Centers:  

- Public Health Center 6 

- Public Health Center 17 

- Public Health Center 19 

- Public Health Center 25 

- Public Health Center 38 

1. It is important to consider complex care needs in children. 

2. I felt a low level of self-confidence as practicing in the school because 

I lack primary medical care nursing skills for providing individual 

health services, especially in teenagers. 

3. This is my the best opportunity to present “the role of school nurse”  

4. I found a big problem in a little kid in case of caries, and poor oral 

hygiene care. 

5. It is not easy to diagnose by myself without intensive practicing   

 Preparing a procedure for 

health promoting project 

1. I feel so lucky that my teammates helping each other as unexpected 

things happen. So that I’m sure I meet a good friends & teamwork. 

2. I explored how to approach director of school who manage education 

program. 

3. I am so excited to approach the school director for our presenting the 

health promotion project before setting the project to intervene in the 

school. 

4. I think “school nurse role” is a big job to coordinate various activities 

of the school health services team with the child's primary care 

Open their mind for their 

future work   

1. If I complete my study to be the new GN, I may apply to be a school 

nurse. 

2. I don’t like a school placement so much that I observe the staff (school 

nurse), she looks so busy all time because she is only one nurse to have 

school-workload with more than 4 schools. 
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CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 

 

Discussion—one hundred six nursing students, enrolled in the community health nursing practicum during 

academic year of 2017, were purposively selected for inclusion in the study and expressed plans to be involved 

in school assignments. Our findings showed their overall opinion scores toward this subject, which were high. 

Also, the sub-scores for children’s health survey by physical examination and preparing for health promoting 

project were high.  We concluded that this part of nursing skills in a school placement required the students to 

show initiative, to be creative when faced with new situations in the community, and to confront global 

challenges to their own views and experiences; these expectations are consistent with previous studies (Van 

Iersel, et. al., 2018; Moely, McFarland, Miron, Mercer, & Ilustre, 2002; Thongcharoen, Santanavanich, 

Tiewwanich, Khumtaveeporn, Somboontanont, Wayuhuerd, Krongthammachart, Lekdamrongkul, & 

Suvarnarong, 2013; Suapumee, Naksrisang, & Singhasem, 2017). By contrast, we found evidence that their 

opinions were related to the characteristics of different placements, the situations of the health problems they 

encountered, and the healthcare staff and academic supervisors with whom participants worked (Kanchana 

Kiatkanon, et al., 2018; Pijl-Zieber, Barton, Awosoga, & Konkin, 2015; Aungwattana, Jongrungrotsakul, & 

Sripetchwandee, 2015).   

 

Conclusion and recommendation—the results of this study demonstrate that undergraduate nursing 

students agree with the learning experiences after completing their clinical practice in the government-primary 

schools, as required by their curriculum. However, further studies should be conducted to compare students’ 

perceptions of different placements in the greater areas of Bangkok.   
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