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Abstract

At present, the problem in using the legal discretion of the officers on the inspection
search in the public place is caused by the government officers authorized by the law
making the discretion of the wrongful search. From the use of such discretion may affect
rights and freedom of the people, as well as the peace and order of the society. The
objectives of this study are as follows: (1) To study the general concepts regarding the
principles of practices and methods as well as the accuracy inspection search as specified by
the law. (2) To analyze problems and guidelines to match with the using legal discretion of
the officers on the inspection search in the public place using qualitative research methods
making use of data collection and data analysis. The results of this study can be found out
that in Thailand there is only the Criminal Procedure Code prescribing the subject of public
search in Section93. However, the said law does not specify how the methods and steps in
the search to be done, resulting the officers at present making the discretion of the search
according to their own satisfaction and do not search by reason of reasonable suspicion as
provided by the law and also of incorrect practices from the principles, which affect rights
and the freedom of the people. Therefore, the law should have been amended to cover the
process of the search and the procedures of the officers towards the suspected person in a
more clearly and concrete manner to enable the search process to be fair and just in

accordance with the spirit of law.

Keywords : Using the legal discretion of the officers, Inspection search in the public place,

Criminal procedure code
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