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Abstract

An unlawful sexual intercourse offence was stipulated in a penal code for the first
time in 1956 with an article divided into Section 276 - unlawful sexual intercourse and
Section 277 - unlawful sexual intercourse with a child. In that time, the general definition of
unlawful sexual intercourse based on judgements passed by the supreme court was “a
penetration of the vagina or genitalia by the penis”. The penal code was amended in
accordance with The Penal Code Amendment Act (No.19) with an additional definition “a
penetration of the vagina or genitalia by penis, anus, mouth or by other “object” deemed as
guilty. In 2019, other amendment to the penal code in accordance with The Penal Code

“«

Amendment Act (No.27) was occurred ie., “..by other “object” was omitted but “a

)

penetration of the vagina or genitalia by penis, anus, mouth...” was still remained. Several
amendments have been occurred i.e., protected genders, age, exemption, addition offence
scale, additional severity scale, etc. This paper aims to investigate variations on each
amended penal code related to Section 276 and 277 in order to further understand the
development occurred in criminal laws concerning unlawful sexual intercourse and unlawful
sexual intercourse with a child, their principles, interpretation approach, enforcement of

sexual offences.

Keywords : unlawful sexual intercourse, rape and penal code
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