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The study on the impact of tourism on local community following the case study
of bamboo rafting at Phan Reservoir, Sang Khom, Udon Thani aims to investigate the
potential of tourist attractions to increase the number of tourists in that area. This study
is survey and qualitative research. The findings show that the impact of bamboo rafting
on local community is related with using bamboo rafting as vehicles and eating and
drinking which affect environment and scenery of Phan Reservoir.

The findings showed that the support and the growth of tourism in Sang Khom
have a great impact on community in terms of economy, society, culture and
environment. After analyzing the data collected from the samples by observation and
interview and the ones from literature review, it is found that bamboo rafting activities
help increase incomes of local people in Sang Khom e.g., bamboo raft rent, food and
beverage selling. As a result, a large number of people in Sang Khom abandon
agriculture careers and turn to service areas. In terms of society and culture, more
people tend to change their ways of life to urban society which lead them to encounter
with environmental pollution and increase waste and garbage. Also, the rent of bamboo

raft lack good management which ruins images of tourism in Sang Khom.



Following the data analysis of the impact of tourism on local community following
the case study of bamboo rafting at Phan Reservoir, Sang Khom, Udon Thani, it is
found that tourism is playing an important role in upgrading economy, increasing
incomes of local people and offering their opportunities to change their occupations from
agricultural areas to service ones. On the other hand, it also causes environmental
pollution and inevitably changes ways of life of local people to urban society. In terms of
economy, the increasing number of tourists helps support the circular flow of economy in
Sang Khom. Moreover, it is suggested to improve quality of bamboo raft rent and food
and beverage selling in order to provide tourists with convenience and attract them to
visit Sang Khom. Since Sang Khom is agricultural areas and rich of tourism resource,
the increasing number of tourists causes negative impact on environment, society and
culture. Also, tourism causes environmental pollution, especially garbage from the
tourists, the changes of society and culture to urban society. As a result, it is important
to launch rules and regulations to control and prevent the problems from tourism
activities. Moreover, it is essential to reserve resources in the community and cooperate
to take care of environment. Also, local organization and people in Sang Khom have to
help manage raft rent to maintain and upgrade the quality of tourism, environment,

society and culture to increase the number of visitors.



